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Local Historical Society Receives Grant To Produce Bushworker Play

Money from Finland to help stage local play as part of Bay Street Building’s 100th Anniversary 

The Thunder Bay Finnish Canadian Historical Society has received initial funding from The Finland Society (Suomi-Seura) of Helsinki to mount a play in conjunction with the 100th Anniversary of The Finnish Labour Temple on Bay Street in Thunder Bay.

The play written by William Roberts with music by Ken Hamm deals with the life of the Bushworkers and the spirit of the Finnish Community in 1929.

“1929 was the beginning of the Great Depression, with many people losing their jobs and having to find a way to live---not unlike today!”  says playwright Roberts, who with Hamm did many hours of interviews and research to construct the play.

The play features original music by award winning local musician Ken Hamm, as well as music of the era by Jimmy Rogers, Hiiski Salomaa and others.

“Even in the roughest times, music gives people hope.” says Hamm who continues to tour and now lives in Saskatchewan.

To compliment this grant, provided by the Finnish Education Ministry, other monies will be raised for the production and the general celebration of 100 years for the building which houses the famous Hoito restaurant.

The Thunder Bay Finnish Canadian Historical Society was founded in 1974 and is a volunteer organization dedicated to documenting and archiving the local Finnish Community. 

Ahti Tolvanen, the society’s vice-president, says the grant is signal recognition of many years of volunteer work.

With the upcoming renovations to the Finn Hall, a new permanent museum/display area will be added.
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for more information or interviews, please visit our website, www.finnishhistory.ca or contact Ahti Tolvanen, VP at 807.343.2620

